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entered  the  camp   and   approached  Holcombe, who
was  strolling  about.    The  sepoys .were  all  cooking
their food, only one sentry was posted over the front
of the camp, and Captain Badgeley was still dressing
in his tent.    Through an interpreter Holcombe chatted
with the head man of the party, one of whom asked
to be shown a rifle.    The nearest one happened to
be that in the sentry's hand, which Holcombe took
and   showed.    This   was   the   signal,   for   the   next
moment the savages threw off their blankets, under
which each had his " dao," Holcombe and the sentry
were cut down dead at once, and the enemy rushed
through the camp, cutting down sepoys before they
could   get   to   their   weapons,   and   everyone  within
reach.    Badgeley   was   cut   at   and   wounded   as   he
left, his tent, but succeeded in collecting a few sepoys
and making a stand while rifles were got out.    The
stand, however, was of short duration, and a retreat
had to be made fortunately well conducted, or none
would have returned at all.    The affair was over in
a  very  short  time   and   the   camp and  its  vicinity
swarming with the exultant enemy, who had accounted
for Holcombe and eighty men killed, Badgeley and
fifty wounded, and were now busy making their bag
of heads.    Badgeley with his small party effected a
retirement out of the hills with such of the wounded
as they could take.

When the Abor expedition, 1911-12, was drawing
to its close and an exploration and survey outing
was in progress, a party of some one hundred rifles
and six British officers reached the neighbourhood
of Shimong and camped below, sending word up
to the village of their presence and calling on the